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Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation representative join other Indigenous Peoples from 
Canada, Alaska and Nigeria to criticize Shell for environmental destruction and human 

rights abuses 
 
Report to be launched in London on Friday at public meeting before delegation travels to The 
Hague for AGM next week 
 
London, UK – This Friday 18th May the Indigenous Environmental Network in partnership 
with Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation are launching an Indigenous-led campaign and 
report against Shell and its harmful projects. A delegation of four Indigenous people from 
North America will participate in the public launch of a report profiling the British-Dutch 
company’s increasing involvement in the world’s dirtiest and riskiest energy projects. The 
groups are working in solidarity with Indigenous communities in Nigeria to stop Shell’s plans 
to expand tar sands oil, Arctic drilling and refinery operations on Indigenous lands across 
North America.  
 
The Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation made headlines in 2011 by filing suit suing the oil 
giant for failure to meet past agreements made between Shell and the First Nation regarding 
existing tar sands projects within ACFN traditional territory and Canada’s pristine Athabasca 
watershed. Now, the First Nation is aggressively opposing Shell’s future tar sands projects in 
their traditional territory in Northern Alberta including a proposed project in the pristine 
wilderness of the Pierre River, a previously untouched area.  
 
The new report being launched in London, entitled “Risking Ruin: Shell’s dangerous 
developments in the Tar Sands, Arctic and Nigeria” profiles Indigenous communities 
impacted by Shell’s operations in Canada’s Alberta Tar Sands, Alaska’s Arctic Ocean, 
Ontario’s Aamjiwnaang First Nation and Africa’s Niger Delta. It argues that the impacts of 
Shell’s destructive activities outweigh the benefits and expose the company to both 
reputational damage and political risk, including litigation. 
 
Eriel Deranger, a community member and appointed spokesperson for the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation in the UK and the Hague, stated, “This new report highlights the 
dangers our community could face if we don’t protect our rights and land.  We don’t want our 
community to become the next Niger Delta—where Shell’s unregulated actions have left 
communities devastated and resulted in the need for a 30-year clean-up estimated to cost $1 
billion USD.”  

Eriel Deranger will continue traveling with the delegation to attend Shell’s Annual General 
Meeting in The Hague, Netherlands, on 22nd May 2012, where they will present to the 
Chairman and Board about the human and ecological rights violations the company’s 
operations have brought to the community. Other UK activist groups, including UK Tar Sands 
Network and London Rising Tide will be in attendance at the AGM to protest the oil giant both 
in Hague and London, UK via satellite AGM in the Barbican Centre.  
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Chief Allan Adam of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation stated, “As a Chief I must often 
remain in my community and I regret that I could not attend the report launch and the AGM 
however, ACFN are drawing the line and we will continue to take a strong stance 
against Shell’s proposed projects. We want no further development in our territory without our 
consent until Shell is brought to justice and our broader concerns about the cumulative 
impacts of tar sands in the region are addressed.” 
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Media Contacts: 
Chief Allan Adam 780-713-1220 
Eriel Deranger in the United Kingdom +44 (0)7831484133 
  

1. For more information about the event, see: http://www.no-tar-sands.org/events/get-the-
shell-out/  

2. Email suzanne@no-tar-sands.org if you would like to receive an advance copy of the 
report.  It will go online at www.no-tar-sands.org on Friday morning. 

3. For more information about ACFN and our case against Shell see: 
acfnchallenge.wordpress.com  

 

 


